Philosophy 660



Instructor: George Pappas

Fall, 2004




350 University Hall; 292-2510







pappas.1@osu.edu






office hours: T & Th, 12:30

Required Text
Matthias Steup, Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology, (Prentice-Hall, 1996; paperback)  This book is available at SBX.

Course


This course will cover most of the main elements of current epistemology, the issues that many philosophers discuss and debate in journal articles, conference presentations, and books. The main topics are: the nature of knowledge; kinds of knowledge, especially a priori knowledge; theories of epistemic justification; naturalized epistemology; and skepticism about knowledge. Occasional reference to major figures in the history of philosophy will be made, most notably Descartes and Kant.
Requirements

The requirements on which your grade will be based are two medium-sized papers, done first in rough draft form and then revised. Class participation will also be taken into account in this way: if your two papers are jointly borderline between, say, B+ and A-, and you’ve been an active discussant, you’ll receive an A-. If you’ve been silent, you’ll receive a B+.


Only the final draft of each paper will receive a grade. You may do one or more rough drafts. Each rough draft will receive comments and criticisms from me, and in your next draft you are expected to respond to, deal with, refute those comments and criticisms. Doing so will sharpen and improve your paper, so that the final draft you turn in will, it is hoped, be your best effort on that topic.


Off-limits: on paper topics, you may of course choose a topic covered in Steup and in class. But you cannot do a paper that merely re-states and re-hashes the coverage that Steup or Pappas gave to that topic, not even if you do so brilliantly. So, two choices: (1) choose a topic discussed in Steup, but treat it by looking at some other author’s discussion of that topic. Or, (2): choose a topic not in Steup but clearly related to something that is in Steup; find an author or book chapter that deals with that topic; and do your paper on that topic, as done by that chosen author. You will almost certainly find it useful to talk with me in advance about your proposed choice of topics for papers.

The paper format should be both expository and also critical. Expound the topic, issue, or argument you wish to discuss; and then examine the main issues and arguments therein critically. Two main things come up in critical analysis: careful examination of key concepts used; and evaluation of the main argument or arguments deployed.

You should not do a paper that is merely expository; and neither should you do a paper that is merely critical.


Due date for rough draft # 1: Tuesday, October 20.


Due date for rough draft # 2: Tuesday, November 23.


Due date for final drafts: first day of finals week, = Monday, December 6
Readings

Steup’s text has ten chapters, and we will go through them in sequence, starting on September 23 with chapter 1.  We will spend approximately two class meetings, or one week, on each chapter. Since we will start chapter 1 on Thursday, September 23, we will then finish that chapter on Tuesday, September 28. So, it is expected that we will thereafter start a new chapter each THURSDAY, with material for Thursday, September 30 coming from chapter 2. The pattern will then repeat each Thursday, so that chapter 3 is on tap for October 7, and so forth.

Each chapter will be started and “governed by” one or more pictures or diagrams that will be presented in class. These items are intended to lay out the general landscape for the materials of that chapter. It will be important to keep these pictures/diagrams in mind as you go along, because the details of each chapter can quickly become dense.
